REGULAR MEETING
Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, May 21, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE ONLY
Join the meeting at:
https ://attendee.gotowebi nar.com/register/6817435393448955405
Or Call In Listen-Only Mode:
+1 (415) 655-0060
Access Code: 738-694-740
Victoria Harrison, Chair
Sandy Blauvelt, Vice Chair

Jeanne Friedel
Lisbet Sunshine

Mike Koeppel

Due to Coronavirus (COVID-19), the May 21, 2020, regular Parks & Recreation Commission
meeting will occur via videoconference only. All Commissioners will be calling in to the
meeting, and residents are urged to follow the Marin County Public Health Officer's shelter in
place order and attend the meeting remotely as well. As allowed under Executive Order N-2920 (March 17, 2020), the City of Larkspur will no longer offer an in-person meeting location for
the public to attend. Join or watch the meeting remotely by registering at the following link:

https ://attendee.gotowebinar.com/reg ister/6817 435393448955405
Submit public comment remotely by:
1. Emailing cityclerk@cityoflarkspur.org prior to 4:00 P.M. on the day of the meeting.
Comments received prior to 4:00 P.M. on the day of the meeting will be distributed to the
entire Parks & Recreation Commission and are made available in the online agenda packet;
2. Emailing cityclerk@cityoflarkspur.org during the meeting. Please make sure you indicate
the item number to which your comment is related, or whether it is for the General Public
Comment period at the beginning of the meeting. Your comment will be read verbatim,
however words including profanity, obscenity, and discriminatory language will not be read
into the record in order to avoid disruption of the meeting. Your comment is subject to the
same 3-minute limit as in-person spoken comments; or
3. Registering for the meeting and selecting the "Raise Hand" icon during the meeting to
provide public comment verbally when recognized by the Clerk at the appointed time.

The Recreation Director certifies that this agenda has been posted in accordance with
the requirements of the Government Code.
1.

ROLL CALL

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT: The Parks and Recreation Commission will hear public
comments only on matters over which they have jurisdiction. There will be no
Commission discussion. The Chair will allot no more than five minutes to any
individual. Unless the Chair determines otherwise, the total amount of time
allocated to this agenda item will be 15 minutes

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

3.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose of the Consent
Calendar is to group items that may be approved routinely. Anyone may request
removal of an item for discussion.
3.1

4.

Approval of Minutes of January 16, 2020.

PUBLIC HEARING:
4.1

PROTEST HEARING OF HERITAGE TREE PERMIT APPLICATION AT
55 WALNUT AVENUE Public Comment - Lutz

5.

RECREATION DIRECTOR'S ORAL REPORT

6.

COMMISSIONER'S REPORTS

7.

ADJOURN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: If you challenge any item on this agenda in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the public hearing herein described, or in written correspondence delivered to the Recreation
Director at, or prior to, the public hearing. [G.C. § 65009 (b) (2)]
In the interest of time, the Parks and Recreation Commission has established time limits. Public Hearings: applicants and /or
appellants shall make their presentations within 10 minutes, and will be allowed a 3-minute summation period. Public
participation shall be limited to 3 minutes per speaker per topic. These time limits may be waived by a majority vote of the
Commission. [G.C. § 54954.3] .
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding an item on this agenda will be made available for
public inspection at the Customer Service Counter at City Hall located at 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA and at the main
counter of the Library located at the same address during normal business hours. (SB 343, amending G.C. Section 54957.5)
ACCESS TO MEETINGS: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please
contact any staff member five business days prior to the meeting. An interpreter for the deaf will be made available upon request
to the staff five business days or more prior to the meeting.

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

AGENDA ITEM 4 .1
CITY OF LARKSPUR
Parks and Recreation Commission
Staff Report
May 21, 2020 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting

DATE:

April 20, 2020

TO:

Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission

FROM:

Dick Whitley, Recreation Director

SUBJECT:

PROTEST OF HERITAGE TREE PERMIT APPLICATION: 55 WALNUT
AVENUE

ACTION REQUESTED

That the Commission reviews the Heritage Tree Removal Application package and protest
letters and directs Staff to either issue the Heritage Tree Removal Permit after a 15-day
waiting period or deny the request for removal.
REFERENCE

Application and professional packet.
FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact to the agency.
BACKGROUND

The owner of 55 Walnut Avenue has applied to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the front
of the property. A letter submitted by the arborist conducting the assessment for the owner
noted the following conditions:
►

►
►

The tree divides 20 feet above the ground into what are called codominant stems.
These stems are not considered to be very strong and the condition is considered a
serious defect.
These stems are subject to failure and are considered a risk to people and cars on the
street.
The arborist recommends removal of the tree.

A notice of this application was sent on February 19, 2020. The City received one letter of
protest during the 15-day public notice period. The City has received three (3) additional
letters. They are included as attachments for your review.
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AGENDA ITEM 4.1
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Park and Recreation Commission review the application materials
and the attached letters of protest, hears the applicant, the objecting party and any other
members of the community who wish to voice their input. The Commission should then refer
to Larkspur Municipal Code section 12.16.070 subsection F, and make a finding for or against
the removal of the tree. The Commission should then direct Staff as necessary.
Larkspur Municipal Code section 12.16.070 subsection F
12.16.070 F. Findings. After reviewing the appropriate application, the City Manager, Planning
Commission or Park and Recreation Commission shall:

1. Make both of the following findings before approving the permit:
a. The removal of the tree will not adversely affect the topography of the land or
cause significant erosion or increase flow of surface water; and
b. Removal of the tree, after consideration was given to the number of existing trees
in the neighborhood, will not adversely affect the general health, safety and welfare
or be detrimental to persons or property in the vicinity.
2. In addition to the two above findings, one of the following findings shall be made
before approving the permit:
a. The condition of the tree poses a hazard with respect to disease, danger of
falling, proximity to existing or proposed structures and/or interference with utility
services; or
b. Removal of the tree is necessary to prevent unreasonable interference with the
property owner's investment-backed expectations. In making that determination, the
decision-maker shall consider the following factors: (i) the history of the property,
including date of purchase and nature of title; (ii) history of development of the
property, including what was built on the property, by whom, and when; (iii) the
history of heritage tree regulation in the City, including but not limited to the date of
first enactment of the regulations relative to the owner's acquisition of the property;
(iv) the present nature of development and use of the property; (v) the reasonable
expectations of the property owner for use of the property; (vi) the reasonable
expectations of neighbors in regards to preservation of heritage trees on the
property; and (vii) the effect of denial on the property owner's reasonable
expectations, if any.
Respectfully submitted,
Dick Whitley, Recreation Director
Attachments
1.

2.
3.

Application materials
Letters of protest
Notices of Public Hearing
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HERITAGE TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION

OFFICE Uli ONLY

City of Larkspur Bulldlng Department

PERMrr NO.: _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

400 M19nolia Ave.

DATE ISSUED: _ _ _ _ ISSUED BY: _ _ __

Larkspur, CA 94939

RECEIPT NO.: _ _ _ _ TOTAL:$_ _ _ __

(415) 927-5038

PHN: _ _ _ _ _ _ DUE: _ _ _ _ __

NOTICE TO APPLICANTS:
•

Submit application and fees.

•

Attach report from qua/iliad arbor/st, with a site map showing location oftree(s), place ribbon sround the tree(s) and provide photos,

•

An encroachment permit will be required for all work. includmg staging, in the public right-of-way.

•

Check with Homeowners Association if applicable.

PROPERJY}WORK DESCRf PTION
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PROPERTY OWNER:
coNTACT:

ADDRl!SS:
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TREE REMOVAL CONTRACTOR:
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APPLICANT SIGNATURE
I certify I have read this application and that the infonnation I have provided herein Is correct to the best of my knowledge. I agree to
comply with all City, County, and State laws, and hereby authorize City Representatives to enter the project property for tnspecfion

purposes.
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siGNATURE o ~ p e ~ ;uthortzed Agan:-'I represent the:

[]owner

¢!contractor

OAuthorlzed Agent (Pl.... prollld1 ••,..... ·Aa••· Aulhclrludon Porm• or 1a11..1

NOTE: This permit Is valid for 12 month from date of Issue.

APPROVED PERMIT MUST BE POSTED AT JOB SITE & VISIBLE FROM THE STREET
For additional information, forms & documents please visit us on the web at: City of Larkspur Bulldlna Department

ARBORIST REPORT

Coast Redwood Tree-Risk Assessment
55 Walnut Avenue
(APN:021-102-11)
Prepared for:

McArdell Landscape, Inc.
POBOX564
Ross, CA 94957
richard@mcardel l-landscape.com
Prepared by:

Dr. Kent Julln
ISA Certified Arborlst
Callfornla Professional Forester
ARBORSCIENCE, LLC

February 7, 2020

P.O. Box 111, Woodacre, CA 94973-0111
(415) 419-5197 • kent.julin@gmail.com • http://arborscientist.com

ASSIGNMENT
McArdell Landscape, Inc. hired ARBORSCIENCE, LLC to complete a tree-risk
assessment of a coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) growing at 55 Walnut Avenue in
Larkspur. I conducted my field assessment of the tree on February 6, 2020.
SCOPE OF WORK AND LIMITATIONS
I evaluated the subject tree using a Level 2 Basic Assessment following International
Society of Arboriculture Best Management Practices for Tree Risk Assessment. Tree
characteristics including form, degree of lean, vigor, and rooting stability were evaluated
in relation to nearby targets. In addition, I used a dead-blow hammer to sound for internal
trunk decay or hollows. This assessment is based on the circumstances and
observations, as they existed at the time of the site inspection. The opinions in this
assessment are given based on observations made and using generally accepted
professional judgment, however, because trees are living organisms and subject to
change, damage and disease, the results, observations, recommendations, and analysis
as set out in this assessment are valid only at the date any such observations and analysis
took place and no guarantee, warranty, representation or opinion is offered or made by
Arborscience as to the length of the validity of the results, observations, recommendations
and analysis contained within this assessment. As a result the client shall not rely upon
this Assessment, save and except for representing the circumstances and observations,
analysis and recommendations that were made as at the date of such inspections. It is
recommended that the tree discussed in this assessment should be re-assessed
periodically.
SITE DESCRIPTION AND CONTEXT
The subject redwood grows
northwest of the home at 55
Walnut Avenue near the street
(circled in white, right). Property
improvements include a singlefamily home with detached
garage, and pool. Landscaping
is mature and well maintained.

©ARBORSCIENCE, LLC - 55 Walnut Avenue, Larkspur

February 7, 2020

Page 2

SUBJECT TREE DESCRIPTION
The subject coast redwood measures 145"
in circumference at 24" above grade, which
qualifies it as a City of Larkspur Heritage Tree
(§12.16.010). Its trunk divides at 20' above
grade into codominant stems that are joined at
a narrow angle attachment with included bark.
This condition is a serious defect that is highly
prone to failure and presents a high failure risk
to people and cars on the public street.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The subject tree presents a high failure risk
to people and property and should be removed
as soon as possible to avoid personal injury or
property damage. Neither cabling nor pruning
are recommended for this tree. Following are
factors that support removal of the tree under
City guidelines:
1. Removal of the tree will not adversely
affect the topography of the land or
cause significant erosion or increase
flow of surface water.
2. Removal of the tree, after consideration
was given to the number of existing trees in the neighborhood, will not adversely
affect the general health, safety and welfare or be detrimental to persons or
property in the vicinity.
3. The condition of the tree poses a hazard with respect to danger of falling and
interference with utility services.
Sincerely,
ARBORSCIENCE, LLC

Dr. Kent R. Julin
ISA Certified Arborist #WE-8733A
ISA Tree Risk Assessor Qualified
California Registered Professional Forester #2648

© ARBORSCIENCE. LLC -

55 Walnut Avenue. Larkspur

February 7, 2020

Page 3
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City of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, California 94939
Telephone: (415) 927~5110 Fax: (415) 927~5022
Website: www.cityoflarkspur.org

NOTICE
February 19, 2020
This is to advise that the owner of 55 Walnut Avenue has applied to remove one Coast
Redwood tree from the front of the above-mentioned property. For your information, a heritage
tree is defined by the Larkspur Municipal Code as any living tree that has a circumference of
50 inches or greater, measured two feet up from the natural grade. The arborist submitting the
report indicates the circumference of the tree is 145 inches.
The arborist conducting the assessment for the homeowner noted the following conditions:
►

The tree divides 20 feet above the ground in to what are called codominant stems.
These stems are not considered to be very strong and the condition is considered a
serious defect.

►

These stems are subject to failure and are considered a risk to people and cars on the
street.

►

The arborist recommends removal of the tree.

This permit application is being processed following the provisions of the Larkspur Municipal
Code, Chapter 12.16.070, "Procedure for Removal for Removal of Heritage Trees". The
permit is held for a 15-day period in which the public has the opportunity to review the
application documents. The application and report are located at the main counter on the
second floor of City Hall.
The public has a right to contest this application. Written objections to the removal must occur
within the above time frame. Any written protests received within the 15-day period will prompt
a public hearing on the matter before the Larkspur Park and Recreation Commission. The
Commission will then determine if the permit is to be issued at that time and will direct staff
accordingly.
All decisions made by the Park and Recreation Commission may be appealed to the Larkspur
City Council.
Letters of protest may be addressed to:
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939

Planning: (415) 927-5038
Public Works: (415) 927-5017

Parks & Recreation: (415) 927-6746
Twin Cities Police: (415) 927-5150

Library: (415) 927-5005
Fire: (415) 927-5110
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By

February 25, 2020
City of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue
Larkspur, CA 94939
As per Larkspur Municipal Code, Chapter 12. 16.070, pertaining to the "Procedure for
Removal of Heritage Trees," I am contesting the application to remove a heritage
Coast Redwood tree from 55 Walnut Avenue, APN: 021-102-11, and request a public
hearing on this matter before the Larkspur Park and Recreation Commission. I received
notice of this removal application dated February 19, 2020.
Thank You,

~~~~
Arthur Lutz
7 Walnut Avenue
Larkspur, CA 94939
415 927 4760
arthurlutz@comcast.net

i~

February 22, 2020
Heritage Tree Removal
City of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue
Larkspur, CA 94939

By -

Re: Heritage Tree Removal at 55 Walnut Avenue
To the owners of 55 Walnut Avenue, we continue to watch your uhome improvement" circus
from afar and with all due respect please refrain from removing the most iconic of all trees in
Northern California. We all enjoy the drive up Hawthorne and being greeted by the beautiful
rectwood tree on your property; similar to the enjoyment felt by driving down Madrone Ave and
being greeted by the towering majesty of these significant trees. Since you have moved into the
neighborhood, your consistent destruction of the land on your property and surrounding areas
has been significant. You have essentially cut down all the trees that didn't require a permit to
do so, and you have saved the most sacred tree for last. A redwood tree with a circumference of
145 inches is most likely upwards of 50 plus years old. Redwood lineage dates back 240 million
years compared to a mere 200,000 years for modem humans. Redwoods grow in only one
place on Earth, right here on the Pacific Coast from Big Sur to Southern Oregon. These
magnificent trees are a crucial component of maintaining a stable human-friendly climate;
capturing more carbon dioxide from cars, trucks, and power plants than any other tree on Earth.
We as a community do not support the removal of this Heritage Tree or any other trees marked
"questionable' by opportunistic arborists looking to make a quick buck.

Sincerely,
Concerned residents of 3 Walnut Ave

Marc & Mandy Pierpoint
20 Palm Avenue
Larkspur

CA.94939
28 February 2020

Letter of Protest regarding Coastal Redwood tree removal at 55 Walnut Avenue, Larkspur.
Dear sir/madam,
In response to the Notice issued by the City of Larkspur, dated 19th February regarding the
proposed removal of a magnificen t and endangered coastal redwood tree at 55 Walnut
Avenue, Larkspur, we would like to register our protest.
We are writing to protest about the removal of the tree for the following reasons:
1. The Coastal Redwood is an endangered species;
2. We suspect that the arborist providing the report as referenced in the Notice, is the
same arborlst who will be contracted to remove the tree which seems grossly
conflicted;
3. There should be an independen t risk assessment performed, reported and made public
before any decision Is taken on this;
4. The tree has been there for more years than any of the residents and is still standing
strong;
Furtherm~re, we would venture to propose that the risk of fire resulting from the many,
many trees dangerously leaning on electricity cables in the vicinity of Walnut Av, Palm Av,
Hazel . vand Laurel Av presents a far bigger risk to the homes and residents of this area
than o~e single Coastal Redwood tree and would suggest that this should be a focus for an
arborist report. We would welcome an arborist risk assessment on this aspect of the many
dangerous trees in the area.
We look forward to your response.
Many thanks and kind regards
Marc and Mandy Pierpoint.

TO:
Park and Recreation Commission
City of Larkspur
400 Magnolia Avenue
Larkspur, CA 94939

--

By.:::-::=:::::::::
-~=-~-

Subject: Removal of Coastal Redwood at 55 Walnut Avenue, Larkspur
Dear Persons:
Once again a home owner wants to destroy a tree, a heritage tree that removes carbon from the
atmosphere, naturally. It Is a youngish tree, vigorous, with sparkling needles of new Spring
growth covering it.
12 Feet in diameter, it is a stocky, fireplug-like.
Looking up at its thick trunk, the idea of it falling
over is literally a joke. The split stems start more
than 20 feet above the ground. They are straight
and true, to the eye on the ground, solid, their
growth unobstructed.
The weather conditions: the tree is on the north
side of an upward slope which diminishes the
force of the wind. And we do have had some
serious wind in this neighborhood with winds
up to 70 MPH. But nothing has happened to this
tree. We know that a Pacific storm's winds
come from the south. The bigger storms' winds
come from the southeast, right where a 30 foot
tall house sits, further breaking the wind.
If I was designing a tree, I would use this tree as
a template. The split is so far up and the trunk
so thick below, the idea that it would fall over is
ridiculous. Come look at the tree.
An image occurred to me. "Look at how thin those horse's legs are," someone might say.
"Those legs are so thin, they might break. We should kill the horse." We know horse's legs
break. We know that trees are blown over. But we don't kill horses because their leg might
break. Don't kill this tree.
The danger from this tree falling is minimal. I hope you reject this application. It is
environmentally unsound. (Two very large Bay trees were removed from this property last year,
raising the carbon footprint of this property.)

The heritage tree provision was passed to protect wonderful, healthy, sound trees. The Coast
Redwood at 55 Walnut is one of them. Please enforce the provision and do not allow the
destruction of this sturdy tree.
Please note: I wish Larkspur would introduce a rule that an arborist, who condemns a tree, will
not be involved with the company that cuts it down.
I also wonder why there is not a public hearing about this tree. In the past, there have been
many public hearings about heritage tree removal or tree removal in general. We had to have a
hearing about a dead pine tree on our property. Has there been a change in procedure? And
was the public informed and asked to comment about a change? It is too easy to lose
transparency in local government.
Robert Dalva
33 Walnut Avenue

NOTICE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING
APPELLANT:
APPLICANT/OWNER:
PROPERTY ADDRESS:

Arthur Lutz
Amy and Drew McKnight
55 Walnut Avenue

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Arthur Lutz has filed a protest to a request for a Heritage
Tree Permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property at 55 Walnut Avenue. For
your information, a heritage tree is defined by the Larkspur Municipal Code as any living tree
that has a circumference of 50 inches or greater, measured two feet up from the natural grade.
The Arborist Report indicates the circumference of the tree is 145 inches.
A notice was sent on February 19, 2020, advising that the owner of 55 Walnut Avenue had
applied for a permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property. The owner's
arborist had submitted a report listing the reasons for requesting the removal permit:
►

►
►

The tree divides 20 feet above the ground into what are called codominant stems.
These stems are not considered to be very strong and the condition is considered a
serious defect.
These stems are subject to failure and are considered a risk to people and cars on the
street.
The arborist recommends removal of the tree.

A letter of objection was received on February 26, 2020. As a result, this matter will be heard
before the Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission on April 16, 2020.
The hearing will take place on the 2 nd Floor of Larkspur City Hall, 400 Magnolia Avenue,
Larkspur, 94939. The meeting will begin at 6:30pm.
At this meeting, the applicant will present the argument for removal of this tree and any
interested parties may make their argument for or against removal. The Larkspur Parks and
Recreation Commission will decide the matter based on Municipal Code Section 12.16.070
subsection F and direct Staff as necessary. The Parks and Recreation Commission's decision
in this matter may be appealed to the Larkspur City Council within 15 calendar days.
For further information, contact Dick Whitley at 415-927-6746. Letters may be addressed to:
City of Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939.
Access to Meetings: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you
require special assistance, please contact any staff member prior to the meeting. An
interpreter for the deaf will also be made upon request to the staff at least five days prior to the
meeting.
POSTING DATE: March 2, 2020

DICK WHITLEY, Recreation Director

REVISED NOTICE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
RESCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARING
APPELLANT:
APPLICANT/OWNER:
PROPERTY ADDRESS:

Arthur Lutz
Amy and Drew McKnight
55 Walnut Avenue

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Arthur Lutz has filed a protest to a request for a Heritage Tree
Permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property at 55 Walnut Avenue. For your
information, a heritage tree is defined by the Larkspur Municipal Code as any living tree that has a
circumference of 50 inches or greater, measured two feet up from the natural grade. The Arborist
Report indicates the circumference of the tree is 145 inches.
A notice was sent on February 19, 2020, advising that the owner of 55 Walnut Avenue had applied for
a permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property. The owner's arborist had submitted a
report listing the reasons for requesting the removal permit:
►

The tree divides 20 feet above the ground into what are called codominant stems. These
stems are not considered to be very strong and the condition is considered a serious defect.
► These stems are subject to failure and are considered a risk to people and cars on the street.
► The arborist recommends removal of the tree.
A letter of objection was received on February 26, 2020. As a result, this matter was originally
scheduled to be heard before the Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission on April 16, 2020.
On March 31, 2020, the Recreation Director postponed the public hearing until May 21, 2020 due to
concerns surrounding the COVID-19 event. This notice supersedes the previous notice, posted
March 2, 2020.
The hearing will take place on the 2nd Floor of Larkspur City Hall, 400 Magnolia Avenue,
Larkspur, 94939. The meeting will begin at 6:30pm.
At this meeting, the applicant will present the argument for removal of this tree and any interested
parties may make their argument for or against removal. The Larkspur Parks and Recreation
Commission will decide the matter based on Municipal Code Section 12.16.070 subsection F and
direct Staff as necessary. The Parks and Recreation Commission's decision in this matter may be
appealed to the Larkspur City Council within 15 calendar days.
For further information, contact Dick Whitley at 415-927-6746. Letters may be addressed to: City of
Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939.
Access to Meetings: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you require
special assistance, please contact any staff member prior to the meeting. An interpreter for the deaf
will also be made upon request to the staff at least five days prior to the meeting.
POSTING DATE: April 3, 2020

DICK WHITLEY, Recreation Director

REVISED NOTICE OF PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
RESCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARING
APPELLANT:
APPLICANT/OWNER:
PROPERTY ADDRESS:

Arthur Lutz
Amy and Drew McKnight
55 Walnut Avenue

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Arthur Lutz has filed a protest to a request for a Heritage Tree
Permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property at 55 Walnut Avenue. For your
information, a heritage tree is defined by the Larkspur Municipal Code as any living tree that has a
circumference of 50 inches or greater, measured two feet up from the natural grade. The Arborist
Report indicates the circumference of the tree is 145 inches.
A notice was sent on February 19, 2020, advising that the owner of 55 Walnut Avenue had applied for
a permit to remove one Coast Redwood tree from the property. The owner's arborist had submitted a
report listing the reasons for requesting the removal permit:
►
►
►

The tree divides 20 feet above the ground into what are called codominant stems. These
stems are not considered to be very strong and the condition is considered a serious defect.
These stems are subject to failure and are considered a risk to people and cars on the street.
The arborist recommends removal of the tree.

A letter of objection was received on February 26, 2020. As a result, this matter was originally
scheduled to be heard before the Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission on April 16, 2020.
On March 31, 2020, the Recreation Director postponed the public hearing until May 21, 2020 due to
concerns surrounding the COVID-19 event.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and pursuant to the Governor's Executive Order N-29-20,
this meeting will now be held via videoconference only. This notice supersedes the previous notice,
posted April 3, 2020.
This hearing will take place online. The meeting will begin at 6:30pm. For instruction on how
to participate in this meeting, please go to the Parks and Recreation Commission page and
click on "Most Recent Agenda". This information will be posted online by May 14, 2020.
At this meeting, the applicant will present the argument for removal of this tree and any interested
parties may make their argument for or against removal. The Larkspur Parks and Recreation
Commission will decide the matter based on Municipal Code Section 12.16.070 subsection F and
direct Staff as necessary. The Parks and Recreation Commission's decision in this matter may be
appealed to the Larkspur City Council within 15 calendar days.
For further information, contact Dick Whitley at 415-927-67 46. Letters may be addressed to: City of
Larkspur, 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA 94939 or emailed to cityclerk@cityoflarkspur.org.
Access to Meetings: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you require
special assistance, please contact any staff member prior to the meeting. An interpreter for the deaf
will also be made upon request to the staff at least five days prior to the meeting.
POSTING DATE: May 8, 2020

DICK WHITLEY, Recreation Director

Alison Foulis
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Arthur Lutz <arthurlutz@comcast.net>
Thursday, May 21, 2020 2:33 PM
City Clerk
Arthur Lutz
Heritage Tree Removal Protest 55 Walnut Avenue

CAUTION:External Sender

Parks and Recreation Commission
City of Larkspur.
Re: Heritage Tree Hearing 5-21
Commissioners:
My name is Arthur Lutz. I am a home owner at 7 Walnut Avenue. My wife and I have resided at this
address for 50 years. I’m writing in opposition to the request to remove a Heritage Redwood tree at
55 Walnut.
This Redwood is a gateway tree to the Walnut - Palm loop and has been standing for over fifty
years. It has survived storms and earthquakes and the Sudden Oak Death infestation that has
decimated tens of thousands of trees in Marin. It has withstood these assaults and remains intact and
healthy without endangering people or property or utility services. Nor does it interfere with ingress or
egress or use of applicant’s property. It is vigorous without any indication of disease. It serves as
habitat for birds and other beneficial creatures including possible endangered species like the
Northern Spotted Owl. It removes carbon from the atmosphere.
Redwood trees such as this are part of the iconic history of Larkspur. Their presence increases our
property values, making Larkspur a more desirable place to live. They are a valuable asset to our
community.
The new home owner who wishes to eliminate this tree has presented an assessment by an arborist
who maintains that the tree has codominant stems, which he considers to be a defect that weakens
Redwoods and makes them subject to failure. Accordingly, he recommends that the tree be removed
as a potential hazard.
If the arborist’s assertion that trees with codominant stems are hazards and should be removed, then
we would be removing dozens of Redwood trees in Larkspur, because there ARE dozens of
Redwoods in Larkspur with codominant stems.
On the first block of Madrone Avenue, between Magnolia and Onyx where there are Redwoods
growing from the center of the roadway, some of these celebrated trees have codominant stems. If
we were to follow this arborist’s counsel, we would be removing them.
On Magnolia Avenue, north of the Lark Theater there is a large Heritage Redwood with codominant
stems. On Locust Avenue north of St. Patrick’s there is another Heritage Redwood with codominant
stems. Similarly on Orange Street. Throughout Larkspur there are dozens of Redwoods with
codominant stems. Are we really prepared to remove these?
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I would ask, when was it that any Redwood trees with codominant stems fell in Larkspur, or injured
persons, property, or utilities?
Trees are living organisms. They all grow differently. They all have anomalies, and it is not
uncommon for some to have codominant stems. The mere presence of this condition does not justify
their removal.
Redwood trees are our arboreal elders. We should honor and preserve and maintain them, and if
necessary mitigate any defects. by cabling, or pruning or other remedies. Once these trees are gone,
a whole arboreal heritage will have disappeared.
As a property owner, I understand and agree that an owner should have a reasonable expectation to
develop their property according to their aesthetic preferences.
I do not agree, however, that it is appropriate for a new home owner to move into an established
neighborhood and make changes that affect the neighborhood without regard to its history or its
ecosystem or the reasonable expectations of the neighborhood residents. I believe that the request
by this applicant is an unreasonable request.
I urge the Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission to honor the letter and intent of our Heritage
Tree Ordinance and deny the applicant’s request to remove this Redwood tree.
Thank you,
Arthur Lutz
7 Walnut Avenue.
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