REGULAR MEETING
Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, February 15, 2018, 6:30 p.m.
Larkspur City Council Chambers
400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA

Lisbet Sunshine, Chair
Mike Koeppel, Vice Chair

Sandy Blauvelt
Rich Cimino

Jeanne Friedel

The Recreation Director certifies that this agenda has been posted in accordance with
the requirements of the Government Code.
1.

ROLL CALL

2.

PRESENTATIONS: None

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT: The Parks and Recreation Commission will hear public
comments only on matters over which they have jurisdiction. There will be no
Commission discussion. The Chair will allot no more than five minutes to any
individual. Unless the Chair determines otherwise, the total amount of time
allocated to this agenda item will be 15 minutes

4.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose of the Consent
Calendar is to group items that may be approved routinely. Anyone may request
removal of an item for discussion.
4.1

5.

Approval of Minutes of January 18, 2018

BUSINESS ITEMS:
5.1 REQUEST TO INSTALL NON-STANDARD MEMORIAL BENCH

6.

DIRECTOR’S ORAL REPORT

7.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORTS

8.

ADJOURN MEETING

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: If you challenge any item on this agenda in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues
you or someone else raised at the public hearing herein described, or in written correspondence delivered to the Recreation
Director at, or prior to, the public hearing. [G.C. § 65009 (b) (2)]
In the interest of time, the Parks and Recreation Commission has established time limits. Public Hearings: applicants and /or
appellants shall make their presentations within 10 minutes, and will be allowed a 3-minute summation period. Public
participation shall be limited to 3 minutes per speaker per topic. These time limits may be waived by a majority vote of the
Commission. [G.C. § 54954.3].
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding an item on this agenda will be made available for
public inspection at the Customer Service Counter at City Hall located at 400 Magnolia Avenue, Larkspur, CA and at the main
counter of the Library located at the same address during normal business hours. (SB 343, amending G.C. Section 54957.5)
ACCESS TO MEETINGS: Meeting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please
contact any staff member five business days prior to the meeting. An interpreter for the deaf will be made available upon request
to the staff five business days or more prior to the meeting.

This agenda and its staff reports are available online at: www.cityoflarkspur.org

CITY OF LARKSPUR
Staff Report
February 15, 2018
DATE:

February 8, 2018

TO:

Larkspur Parks & Recreation Commission

FROM:

Recreation Director Dick Whitley

RE:

REQUEST TO INSTALL NON-STANDARD MEMORIAL BENCH

ACTION REQUESTED
That the Parks & Recreation Commission hear the Staff Report, take any public comment and
decide whether or not to allow the installation of a non-standard park bench.
SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND
The City of Larkspur has standardized their park furniture over the course of the last several
decades. There are instances of this particular style of park bench (Dumor Model #39)
throughout parks and walkways in Larkspur and Greenbrae. Although there is no codified
standard, by virtue of their continued use over the last 25+ years, this Dumor Model #39 has
become the de facto standard. This standardization of park furniture allows the Department of
Public Works to replace/repair broken and obsolete furniture quickly and efficiently with parts
already stocked in the Corporation Yard.
Larkspur’s “Parks Donation and Memorial Program” displays a picture of the Dumor Model #39
online. The City’s fee for installation of this bench includes an additional 10% charge, so that in
the event that the Dumor Model #39 bench needs to be replaced within the first two years of
service, funds have been allocated for a swift installation of a replacement bench.
A Larkspur resident, Mary Clyde has requested in her email of January 18, 2018 an exception to
the City’s standard bench. The proposed site location for Ms. Clyde’s bench has already been
examined and provisionally approved by Public Works; however, there are concerns about the
use of a non-standard bench.
The standard bench has a history of installations in Larkspur and throughout Marin County, and
was chosen in part due to its proven reliability and ease of repair and acquiring replacement
parts. There are ways to mitigate the potential additional costs of future bench maintenance
and repair by collecting a larger deposit from the donor; however, the work involved in
researching benches and reviewing aesthetics for individual benches with the Commission is
contrary to the establishment of a standard.
FISCAL IMPACT
There are no anticipated negative financial impacts associated with the requested bench.
ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS
n/a
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That the Parks & Recreation Commission hear the Staff Report, hear from any members of the
public and determine whether an exception should be made to Larkspur’s park furniture standard
design, or whether the Park Bench Donation Program should be limited to the established standard
bench. The Larkspur Parks and Recreation Commission will make a recommendation for or
against to Larkspur Public Works/Engineering Director Julian Skinner.
ATTACHMENTS
Email from Mary Clyde dated January 18, 2018
Photo of approximate location of proposed bench
City of Larkspur Parks Donation and Memorial Program flyer
Schematic of Dumor Model #39 Bench
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City of Larkspur

Parks Donation & Memorial Program

The City of Larkspur’s Parks Donation & Memorial Program is a wonderful way
for you to add beauty to a favorite park or trail,
to honor a special person, or to commemorate a significant event.
There are several levels of donation opportunities
including benches, picnic tables and refuse receptacles.

Picnic Table
$2,550*

Bench
$2,350*

Refuse or Recycle
Receptacle
$2,550*

Bench, Backless
$1,750*

*deduct $250 if memorial plaque is not desired

Please contact the Department of Public Works for more information at publicworks@cityoflarkspur.org or 415-927-5017.
Additional program information can also be found on our department website at www.cityoflarkspur.org.

